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Abstract

This thesis mainly describes the origin of the system of litan J/jfz(an altar to
sacrifice orphan souls )and its specific contents in the early Ming Dynasty by
analyzing related documents to conduct a generalized survey towards the actual
operation of this system locally from the perspective of social and cultural history. In
addition, through the research on the origins and the background of litan, we can
acquire the possibility and necessity of establishing the system of litan and understand
the political relations of power in the early Ming Dynasty fully. As a result, the survey
presents a multi-element space in which people with diverse status undertake different
forms of practice of this system.

In our country, the system of litan has a long history. Dating back to the pre-Qin
period, only rulers were permitted to offer sacrifice to the orphan souls. After the
Western Han Dynasty, with the establishment of Confucianism, this practice was
abolished. However, since Tang Dynasty Kaiyuan period until the Song Dynasty, it
was included into imperial sacrifices system again despite its insignificance during
that period. During the reign of Zhu Yuanzhang in the Ming Dynasty, the system of
litan was enacted to be enforced nationwide during Ming-hong wu for three years
until Qing Dynasty as an independent act of regulations of the national sacrificial rites,
which displays Zhu Yuanzhang’s dictatorship as well as a type of new implication of
Confucianism.

Even so, when conducting the research, we found that the actual operation did not
conform to its regulations in most cases where the system was abolished again but
later was advocated. During the process, local authorities, scholars and ordinary
people play different roles in the development of the system out of their individual
purposes, which reflects the contradiction and integration of central power and local
authorities. To summarize, the profound implication hidden in the system of litan is
able to show us a society composed of various forces and multi-culture.

Keywords: Ming and Qing Dynasty; The System Of Litan; Local Practice
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