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Abstract

In Hunan province, the She minority people are mostly scattered at Yanlin county
Zhuzhou city, Guidong county and Rucheng county in Chenzhou city, which is
located in the southeast of Hunan, the juncture of Hunan, Jiangxi and Guangdong
province. The total number of She minority is around 3,700, living in some ethical
villages. The Lan residents, a group of She minority in Gaotan village of Reishui town
at Rucheng, was identified in 1991. Because of the assimilation policy and ethnic
discrimination from Qing dynasty to Minguo period, and the ambiguous ethnic policy
and the amplification in  ethnic problems, their national identity was suppressed.
Furthermore their ethnic consciousness faded gradualy. In the 1990s, the Lan
residents came back to their own national identity willingly under the suggestion and
help by other She minority people and the inspiration by the local government.

After the recovery of the ethnic identity, the local She minority people owned
strong identification. Instrumentalism and the original ethnic emotion were the main
reasons that drove the Lan residents identify with She minority. The preferentia
policy and the stimulation of tourist industry in the Reishui town, and the compilation
of pedigree involving the She minority in the three provinces and six counties, roused
their ethnic consciousness.

The changes and strength of the ethnic consciousness in the local She minority
are four aspects: first of all, they got more knowledge about She minority, and try to
rebuild the culture figure of standard She minority. Secondly, the villager had stronger
sense of identity about the local folk song denominated with “characteristic culture of
She minority”. Thirdly, more villagers came close to the big family of She minority.
Finally, the local She minority had more passion on the politics. They expect that
more She minority people can get involved in the local politic stages.

The progress of restruction on national consciousness and ethnic identity about
She minority at Gaotan village. To some extent, it is a representative way that
scattered minorities seek for nationa identities.

Key words: She Minority; National Identity; Transformation
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