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Abstract

This thesis chooses Yushichang, an ethnic Village in Northwest Yunnan as a
study case. It includes two lines: one is the change of authority and the other is the
change of system in the course of rural cultural changes. Modern factors,
government, village local knowledge and ecological environment are used as the
four basic variables. In thefirst line, it studies the changes of authority and system of
Yushichang from the early 20th century to present under theoretical framework of
anthropological fieldwork and ethnography. The authority of the village comes from
both the institutional authority and non-institutional authorities from such as
economic, social and cultural aspects. Authority does not only belong to politics, and
it also belongs to economy, society and culture. What's more, even technology,
media and other modernities can influence the authority as a discourse or an ideol ogy.
In the second line, it reaches the conclusion that the change village's systemis the
result of the interaction of a various authoritative factors such as politics, economy,
society and culture. This thesis is intented to study the function of Yushichang under
the course of governmental and social changes and the changes of rural grassroots
culture through researching the relationship between Yushichang's political structure
change and rural cultural change in order to understand the relationship between
rural govermental authority pattern and rural social control. This thesis does not base
on the rural govermental authority theories but on interaction between politics and
society. It is expected to enrich the researches about Chinese rural administration in
the 20" century.

In addition, the four variables interacting in the course of history can not be
separated from the Chinese revolution and reform in the 20th century. In the 20th
century, the Chinese Revolution as a historical process has gone through occurrence,

development, climax, and ultimately change. It is under the influence Chinese



Abstract

Revolution that the interaction of the four variables has shown its varieties in
different periods, and it shapes village's authority and system in different periods. In
the thesis, the revolution and the reform are divided into three periods by time: the
Republic of China, the collective times and reform and opening-up till now. Based
on the interviews, the life of Yushichang's people in the Republic of China under the
influence of institutional power and discourse of the modernized country in
Yushichang was regarded as the beginning stage. In the early 20th century, the
government’s "planning change" was difficult to accomplish because of the social
crisis of the entire country. Therefore, whether ingtitutional authority or modern
ideological power is limited to enter Yushichang. However, the success of the
political revolution in the mid-20th century brings a new historic opportunity to
shape Yushichang's authority and system with the new social basis and concept.
Revolution brought chance for Modernity and government entering Yushichang, and
it also decided their ways of entering. The period From 1950 to 1960, the change of
Yushichang's authority and system based on the revolution and were characterized
by it. So both government’s efforts to improve Yushichang's institution of public
authority and the transformation of the village's traditional economic and cultural
patterns under the influence of modernity were marked by revolutionary even
pan-politicized brand. Nevertheless, village local knowledge was not completely
passively waiting for government and modernity using the revolution as carrier to
tear down. To the 1980s, reconstruction and rebuilding of the village and its
administration exhibited the state’'s respect and re-recognization of village local
knowledge under the new historical conditions. Government changed its existing
way in the village by applying traditiona resources, the modern concept of
governance and market economy. And modern knowledge and technology as the
important components of modernity after losing pan-politicization’s support aso
intended to find an non-administration way to enter the village. And the re-expansion

rural local knowledge has become an important resource for re-constructing
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Yushichang's authority and system in the new era.

This thesis reaches the conclusion that from the 20™ century till now the key
reason for the change of Yushichang's governace is the result of modernization’'s
impact and remodeling on the traditional structures of Yushichang. It can directly be
seen through Yushichang's public authority and system, and also can broadly be

viewed by anthropological meanings.

Keywords. Authority and order; Cultural Changes; Institutional Change.
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