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Abstract

Abstract

Although the Dynasty of South Tang lasted only for about 40 years, the
struggle for power among parties in the ruling class persisted for more than 10
years during this period. Most of the scholars worked for the government got
involved in the struggle and experienced ups and downs. During the ruling
period of Emperor Li Yu, the empire became so weak as a result of such struggle
that it could only survive by paying tribute to and relying on other stronger
power. No wonder the struggle among parties became an issue that cannot be
ignored when it comes to the study about the history of South Tang and life of
scholars at that time. As to the reason that accounts for such struggle, pervious
scholars generally considered it to be the cultural difference and confrontation
between the south and the north. In the author’s opinion, besides that, there is
another important reason, that is, the scholars from the south enjoyed a superior
social status and thus they experienced a change in their mentality.

In the first chapter, the author presented an overall picture of the struggle
among parties during the Dynasty of South Tang. In the second chapter, the
author interpreted the interrelated relationship between the struggle among
parties and the superior social status of scholars during that period and the
change of their mentality in accordance. In the third chapter, the author used the
poems composed by Xu Xuan, one of the famous scholars of South Tang, before
the transference to Song Dynasty as an example to illustrate the influence of

party struggle towards literature.

Key words: the struggle for power among parties; the mentality of
governmental officials; Xu Xuan; before the transference to Song Dynasty;

poetry composition
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