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Abstract

Abstract

This study makes use of experimental phonetics to compare the intonation
between the Putonghua spoken in Beijing and Xiamen. It is found that the
intonation in Xiamen Mandarin contains characteristics of dialect influence. This
paper mainly focuses on the pitch contour, analysis of changes in the intonational
trend line, register and the tone contour of characters in the sentence as the three
major parts. The syllable duration adjustment is also considered. It is found that:

1 both declarative and interrogative, Xiamen has a higher intonational
register than that of Beijing.

2 both Xiamen and Beijing can distinguish declarative and interrogative in
two same ways:

a) the tone contour levels are higher in the interrogative, and the difference is
more marked in the boundary tone.

b) there is an adjustment in the syllable duration of last prosodic words in the
interrogative in a regular way, and the duration of the boundary tone extends.

these two points mean that the boundary tone has a special function in the

expression of the interrogative.

3 Both shows differences in the declarative and interrogative in two ways:

a) distinction of rising and falling in the tone are different: For Beijing
Mandarin, both declarative and interrogative shows differences in the rising and
falling, not in Xiamen Putonghua, they are both falling in declarative and
interrogative.

b) how the intonation affecting the tone are different: For Beijing Mandarin,



the interrogative affects the inflected tone curve in a way that the tone shape
changes to different extends, but Xiamen Putonghua does not show these changes.

The paper explains the formation of these difference.due to the assimilation
of the mother tongue dialect of the Xiamen speakers. In the Xiamen dialect, the
interrogative and declarative are both falling. Also, this study also focuses on
relationship of the intonation and the tone to explore the rations in the phonetic
environment. It is found that the main reason is the combination of the tone
register and the tone range.

4 we also found that there is no unstressed tone in Xiamen Putonghua , but

it exists in the utterance of Beijing Mandarin.
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