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ABSTRACT

In this paper, the women’s Buddhism faith in the early Tang Dynasty is studied.
There is very little record about women in the official history records, but the epitaphs
and some other historical data provide us with the information
of the women’s lives, from which we can get precious information of the women’s
Buddhism faith. Therefore, this paper study the women’s Buddhism faith in the early
Tang Dynasty through the analysis of the epitaphs, the inscriptions of the Buddha
statues and the efficacious stories. The study on the women’s Buddhism faith in the
early Tang Dynasty can help us get more knowledge of the development of Buddhism
in the Tang Dynasty ,it also has a certain significance for the study of the history of
Buddhism.

Except the introduction and the conclusion, there are four parts in this paper,
including the social and human background of the women’s Buddhism faith in the
early Tang Dynasty ;the composition of the women with Buddhism faith in the early
Tang Dynasty and the origins of their faith; their major religious activities; the
relationship between their faith and the family and the society. This paper tries to
show all aspects of the women’s Buddhism faith in the early Tang Dynasty.

The article concludes that: the support from the ruling classes in the early Tang
Dynasty, the more open social atmosphere, and the gradually development of the
smallholder agriculture and the commodity economy, provided a better social
surroundings to the women’s Buddhism faith. The women’s Buddhism faith was
found in all classes. There were varieties of origins of the women’s faith, which
showed conspicuous practical features. The women less studied the Buddhism
doctrine, their religious activities were simple and kept relations with the secular

families .
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