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Abstract

Abstract

Since 1970s and 1980s, the American economy experienced the most profound
structural adjustment. Philadelphia, which was once known as the “workshop” has
been violently shocked, great changes have taken place in its economic structure. The
thesis is composed of preface, text, conclusion and appendices. There includes four
parts in the text:

Part one summarizes the historical track of Philadelphia. It is divided into three
periods, which are the period of commerce dominant, the period of manufacturing
dominant and transformation period from manufacturing dominant to services
dominant. Part two firstly analyzes the phenomenon of manufacturing recession and
employment decline in the Philadelphia, then points out the trend that the
manufacturing shifted from the central cities to suburbs. Part three mainly discusses
the rapid rise of services in Philadelphia and its dominant status in the economy, then
make further analysis of the causes, here mainly refers to the Philadelphia producer
services, health care services, R & D development. Part four summarizes and analyzes
a series of influences to the Philadelphia metropolitan area occupational structure,

income, housing market, by the changes in the economic structure.

Keywords: Philadelphia; Metropolitan areas; Manufacturing; Services.
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