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Abstract

Abstract

Labor, as a core concept in Marxian philosophy, presents different characteristics
in different phases of Marx’s Thought. With the increasing influence of modern
practical philosophy on Marxist philosophy ,Discussions on Marx’s concept of labor
are heating again in the academic circle. However, in recent years, the discussion on
the concept of labor is usually attached to the discussion of the concept of praxsis, so
“labor” is often considered as one of the links in “praxsis”, and less discussed
systematically and deeply. Without clear understanding of Marx’s concept of labor
will cause the confusion between the general concept of labor in daily life and the
philosophy concept of labor, as well as the leading to a large divarication on the
concept of labor in academic circle.

Hence, by discussing the variation of etymology and the historical changes of the
connotation of Marx’s concept of labor, on one hand it will conduce to systematically
card and explain the formation and development of labor, which will reveal the basic
characteristics of labor and prove that labor is the foundation to unify the whole
practical activity; on the other hand it will conduce to reveal the ontology significance
of labor from the pespective of existentialism, and finally help to overcome the
misunderstandings of Marx’s concept of labor in the academic circle.

In this paper, the discussion of Marx’s concept of labor is mainly conducted in
the following two aspects. Firstly, by applying the research method of sociolinguistics
to the inspect of the concept of labor, which means combining the analysis of the
variational defination of the concept of labor and social background, it will clarify the
different meanings of Marx’s concept of labor in different periods of history and
different social environments, and exactly grasp the historical development of the
connotation of Marx’s concept of labor. Secondly, this paper tends to interpret Marx’s
concept of labor from the perspective of existentialism. By clarifying the ontology
signficance of existentialism of Marx’s concept of labor, this paper aims to overcome
the misunderstandings from the perspectives of epistemology and axiology, and
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reveals the significance of existentialism of labor in the exist of human and the
development of contemporary society.

The concept of labor places an vital role in Marxist philosophy. Different from
the general concept of labor, which means physical work in daily life, as well as the
philosophical concept of labor, Marx’s “labor” is the material producion work based
on the social relationship of people. Marx’s concept of labor includes five close
dimensions: materiality, sociality, objectivity, purposiveness, historic. In order to
understand Marx’s concept of labor, this paper has the task to overcome the
misunderstandings from the perspectives of epistemology and axiology, and interpret
in terms of existentialism: labor is the foundational way of living; it decides the living
condition of human; it is the primal premise and original motivity of the generative

process of human society

Key words: Marx; Labor; Existentialism
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