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Soil and the Chinese culture: A new annotation for the Conundrum of the Chinese culture

Abstract

Soil is some of the earth’s surface part and appurtenance. It’s also the room for
all beings to living. Because this supernatural is too common to see, people used to
neglect it. In fact the spirit of living is derived from the soil. In the mind, men can
not live without soil. Soil is the fecundity symbol and stands highly in the ancient
people’s mind. Actually, Chinese people abstracted soil from material. Its spirit of
living had deeply influenced Chinese thinking and the real life. From the worship of
soil in ancient to the idea of benevdence, from reverence of life with ceremony to
the spirit of living coming into Chinese thinking ,all shows that the circle of life is
meaningful to Chinese traditional cultural. For example the Chinese ancient art’s
spirit, which emphasize life likeness, is the loftiest status in art and is the aesthetic
standard. The rhythm and musical feeling is life rhythm and spirit.

Come to the ground, the soil is so common, but the spirit of real world practical
rationalistic is one of the Chinese traditional cultural characters. In a word, reading
the soil can comprehend better Chinese culture.

The study on soil used to be the worship of soil and the externally commoners
in social life. There is little discussion about soil and vitality which have meaning to
Chinese culture. I try to explain why the vitality of soil enlightens us to understand
Chinese culture better. The soil of Chinese loves the soil. The characters of Chinese
culture are primary. lively and practically.

Key Words: Soil; the circle of life; Chinese culture
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