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Abstract

Marx analyzed the capitalist society based on the commodity which is the
simplest and most abstract concept. But in the present age, the material wealth is
enormous rich, so the produce of the it's social significance and sign value have
become more and more important. In consumer society, how to re-understand the
concept and the socia significance of commodity? Baudrillard enlightened us when
he developed the political economy critique thought the semiotical method. If explain
the commaodity concept with the semiotical method, we can get a similar structure
between commaodity and sign. In the structure of commodity concept, the use value is
signified, the exchange value is signifier. In the commodity exchange process, the
commodity is signified, the currency is signifier. In Baudrillard’s opinion, all
commodities must be transformed to sign when consuming in the contemporary
society. In the structure of sign concept, the social position and the difference
significance are signified, the commodity and it's all kinds of trademark and image
are signifier.

The commodity and sign are the beginning of the critical theory in different
social background. And the critical process manifests in the analysis about the relation
between the commodity/sign and man. Marx describe the phenomenon that
commodity. currency and capital dominaiing human in the capitalist society. And
Baudrillard pointed out that consumer had became one kind of ideology and
controlled the society. Man become the slave of sign that created by himself. Sign
fetishism had spread into the social life.

Baudrillard believed the commodity must convert to sign in consumer society.
He explained Marx's commodity concept by semiotical method, carried on the social
analysis based on the sign and attempted to advanced Marx's political economy
critique in nowadays. His theory provided a key to re-understand the commaodity
concept in new socia background. Of course, when the semiotica method
enlightened us, it dso has some limitation and shortcoming. If we understand the
commodity just thought the semiotica method, the commodity will be non-
materialized, and the social being will become unreal existence. The produce of sign
value has play more and more important role in contemporary society, but it can not
substitute for the material production.The produce of all kinds of signifiers just the
superficial phenomenon , the determining factor of social life isthe capital movement.

Key words: Commodity; Sign; Baudrillard
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