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ABSTRACT

State construction is an important part of Chinese modernization process and the
transmutation of rural society which is critical to the issue. Since 80" of the past
century, the revival of social history has, in certain extent, contributed to the
conversion of mode of historical studies, i.e., from the existing political history that
focuses on major events and key historical figures as research domain into more
enriched social lives. Gentry, as intermediary roles communicating government
officials and civilians, have drawn the attention of academic intellectuals. Due to the
"gentry" is a controversial concept, the scholars tend to distinguish the gentry
according to their social function. After 1990's, the progress of historic studies
confronted with issues of how to further deepen and elaborate extensive researches,
while obviously theoretical objectivities alone can hardly foster all fundamental
researches. China is noted for vast territories and striking regional differences, and an
overall comprehensive cognition of the entire status quo of the country can only be
achieved when researches are set foot upon massive regional investigations. During
the period of the republic, the county level administrative units in the state power
construction has an important meaning, and this paper will examine the regional
definition in Hu County, Shaanxi, the study period in 1927-1949. Through Several
events in the period of the republic of Hu county’s: " Calculating the number of fields,
Sorting the Fields Taxes"”, "Running the cooperatives” and "Disaster relief" , which
have great influence on the rural society, to investigate the evolution process and
continuity of the "gentry" when modern nations gradually emerged, demonstrating
that in the Nanjing National Government period. With modern political developing
and perfecting, the gentry’s identity changed and becoming more diverse, yet its social function
is still continued and continues to play the role of maintaining the local interest under the modern
state system. At this point, comparing to Qin Hui’s " the central Shaanxi plain remain feudal
without the landlord", Prasenjit Duara’s "state power state involution" and Wang
Qisheng's "grass-roots social evil gentry", to commence further dialogue, and clarify

the modern national construction and complex interactions of gentry groups.
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