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ABSTRACT

The littoral of Fujian and Guangdong provinces has been an important area of
maritime traffic, overseas trade and military defense since ancient times. It is the
important location that Dongshan Island and Guang’ao Bay are on the border of
Fujian and Guangdong coastal areca makes it to be a place of military dispute in
dvnasties past, and also to be the main sea-route of the maritime traffic and trade.
Since the middle of 1990's, underwater archeologists and local heritage staffs have
done such a series of work in Dongshan and Guang’ao that they got a number of
culture relics from Ming to Qing Dynasty. On the basis of the predecessors’ research,
commencing with the two wrecks’ relics and other wrecks along the littoral of Fujian
and Guangdong provinces, the paper tries to find the nature, age and other culture
meaning of the sunken ships in Dongshan Island and Guang’ao Bay. Combining with
historical literatures, the paper attempts to study Zheng Group’s activities in Fujian
and Guangdong provinces and its maritime culture about maritime military affairs,
trade, sea-lanes and sea-ports during Late Ming and early Qing dynasty. The full
paper includes introduction, text and conclusion.

Chapter 1 is introduction, offers a brief review of the research on the sunken
ships in Dongshan, Guang’ao and Dinghai, Zheng Group and the maritime culture.
ancient kilns and ceramics of the south of Fujian province. After that, the author
shows the necessity of this study.

Chapter II makes a brief description about the geographical environment, history
of Dongshan and Guang’ao, and the underwater archaeological work in the littoral of
Fujian and Guangdong.

Chapter III analyses the nature and the age of the sunken ships in Donggu and
Guang’ao bays, basing on the wrecks’ relics and historical literatures.

Chapter I'V analyses the sunken hulls and the cultural meaning of the weapons in

Dongshan and Guang’ao, and tries to discuss Zheng Group’s maritime military culture

II



Abstract

combining with historical literatures.

Chapter V discusses about the ceramic and other relics for living in the sunken
ships, and then tries to find where these ceramic were produced and studies Zheng
Group’s overseas trade combining with ancient kilns and literatures.

With the analysis about the distribution of the wreck sites and Zheng Group’s
activities in Fujian and Guangdong provinces, Chapter VI discusses about Zheng

Group’s maritime traffic combining with historical literature.

Key Words: Dongshan; Guang’ao; Zheng Group during late Ming and early

Qing dynasty;, Maritime Culture
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