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Abstract

“Alternative movies” is a new artistic trend of movies, which came out in
the field Chinese movies in 1990s, which brings Chinese movies to the pluralism
pattern. With Walter Benjamin and T.W.Adorno ’s major key words, cultural
industry and the basic principle of Michel Foucault ’s theory, discourse, I
analyzes the characteristics of alternative movies throughout its subject matter,
content, and style. In the modern/post-modern living circumstances, directors of
“alternative movies” face the transforming of the Chinese society from
agricultural country to industrial country. They face the reality directly and keep
an independent expectation, depart from the formula of main stream followed in
the past. Compared with the grand narrative of previous movies, it shows
distinctive characteristics, such as thick description and private narrative. Artistic
style of “alternative movies ’is realistic, simple and unadorned. In addition, the
way of moviemaking and communication is also distinctive. Based on this, their
movies embody the modern/post-modern spirit in their movies and ponder over
society and personal , history and the present and, the culture/civilization which

reflects the specialties of their spiritual intension.

Key words: alternative movies; thick description; folk sphere; cultural studies
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