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Abstract

The tea from Fujian’s Mount Wuyi is the critical material that causes the social
conflicts between China and the West and changes since 17" century. Virtually, there
are two retrorse circulations of civilization in its production and marketing-centred
regional social development. On one hand, there is the Chinese tea's flow to the West.
Wuyi black teain particular has afar greater influence in Britain than that in the place
of origin. Tea's noble image bestowed by the Westerner acts on the local society,
consequently adjusts and remol ds the space structure and cultural schemain Mountain
Areaof Northern Fujian. On the other hand, as the product of western civilization, the
nation-state system has had a huge impact on traditional China since late Qing
Dynasty. Meanwhile, the state’'s political power building expands itself to the
grassroots level in Republic China Period. During the iterate argument, adjustment
and negotiation on tea's profit, taxes and ownership of tea hills, the miscellaneous
local forces try to solve problems in this system by making the best use of power of
nation-state. Therefore, this is also a process of state politica power’s gradua
building in the local society. In addition, through the cross-culture comparison via
media of tea, the term “technique” in the traditional handcraft industry is reflected as
well.

In summary, during the modern China's marketing-centred regiona social
development in Mountain Area of Northern Fujian, the decisive factor of the regional
socia dynamic development is not only the economical forming of market network,
but affected by the all-around factors. the native historical narrative, the oversea
marketing’'s remolding of Wuyi tea's significance, the traditional manner in
community, the force of the feudal state and the power game among various benefit
clusters etc. Therefore, in the theme's comprehension, the historical course of dynasty,
state, politics, economy and the social folk development should be taken into account.
Accordingly, Localization understanding and historic explanation can be made to the

multi-factor reciprocal process of regional social changes.

Key words. The Flow of Tea;, The Space Structure in Northern Fujian;
Technology; State-making
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