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Abstract

The spread of the family rituals and the propaganda of the sacred edict were the two
important social educations in the Local Societies During the Ming Dynasty, which
represented “the rule by rituals” had been the central concept in the dynasty politics.

The family rituals was a fraction of the political culture of the Ming Dynasty, so the
Dynasty created different propagations in local societies to spread the rituals, which
propagations included the official and civil propagandizing with ritual textbooks or
exercises. During the complicated spread of the family rituals, the gentry were
responsible for educating the people to learn the family rituals in local schools.
Theoretically, the gentry didn't studied the family rituals under the background of classic
rituals, but changed the classic rituals into the practical family rituals accepted by the
normal people. The compilations of the family rituals by Dongshan Geshi and Lu Kun
were typical cases.

The Sacred Edict (Shengyu liuyan) by Zhu Yuanzhang was the outline that the Ming
Dynasty educated people. The activity of propagandizing the Sacred Edict lasted the
whole Ming Dynasty, but the mode of propagandizing Sacred Edict was simple and
ineffective before the Jiajing reign. After that, the new mode of propaganda had some
progresses and 1nnovations, that 1s to say, the propaganda of the sacred edict were
integrated with the community compacts (Xiangyu). The change of the mode gave rise to
a kind of the interpretation of the Sacred Edict.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty  Local Society ~ History of Ritual Education
The Family Rituals by ZhuXi  the Sacred Edict by Zhu Yuzhang
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