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Abstract

The foreign trade of Yunnan Province expanded fast from 1889. A large
number of foreign goods caused the decline of small-scale peasant economy, to
expand the scope of commodity circulation. A few merchants accumulated
commercia capital, and some new business organizations developed. A unified
regional market formed gradually in Yunnan Province. With the help of intermediary
trade in Hong Kong, Yunnan Province strengthened the economic relation with
foreign countries and internal eastern coastal areas, to be a part of the world’s market.

Introduction mainly contains the origin of the theme, situation of study, methods
and materials of research.

The first chapter presents the foreign trade before Customs opened, such as
traditional trade routes, business organizations, and regional market.

The second chapter mainly focuses on the traffic, the value of foreign trade, the
main import and export commodities, the scope of foreign trade, and the transit areas,
by sorting out and analyzing various materias such as Customs trade reports, other
related historical data.

The third chapter presents the change of Tin’s trade route in order to observe the
change of foreign trade route. In place of the Yangtze River waterway, the Red River
waterway became the principal trade route.

The fourth chapter mainly focuses on the foreign trade in this period. Mengtsz
became the trade centre of Yunnan Province. Its proportion in the whole country was
so small. The kinds of goods were not many, raw cotton, cotton yarn, cotton cloth, Tin,
raw siik and opium were the most important commodities. Trade range was still
narrow, depending on Hong Kong market specially. The commercial capital, which
was used for production, was rare. Technology and equipment were under-devel oped.
The condition of industrial reformation was not ripe.

Conclusion isasummary of this paper, and expounds the research purport again.
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