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Ecological Thought of Early Confucian and its Relationship with the Thought of Sheng

Abstract

The article is written to introduce the ecological thought of Early Confucian.
Synchronously, the relation between the ecological Confucianism and the thought of
Sheng (life) is being discussed. In the field of ecological thought, Early Confucianism
offers the thought of unity between Heaven and Humanity. Meanwhile, Early
Confucianism believes that Heaven gives birth to everything on earth and emphasizes
this moral of Heaven. Correspondingly, human’s obligation to protect the life of
everything on earth and maintain the harmony of the Nature is emphasized.
Ecological Confucianism also shows that moral must be extended to being except
human. The organic and holistic view of Nature is the philosophical base of ecological
Confucianism, while the ecological root of Confucianism is Sheng. Heaven offers
lives, human maintain lives. Heaven and Human unite on the basis of life. Hexie
which Confucian is seeking is harmony of Sheng. Ren(humanity)comes from Sheng
and takes Sheng as purpose. Furthermore, the relation between Li and Sheng is tight.

The research bases on the unscrambler of the literature of early Confucianism and the
exigent study. The existent study answered the question that “What is the ecologica
Confucianism”, and this article try to go ahead to find the reason that “Why it's ecologicd”.

The reason which the article wants to find is Sheng, which makes Confucianism
as ecological thought at origin. The article demonstrates this topic in the following
process: the view of Nature is being illustrating at the very beginning, so as to show
the view of life in the ancient China. Secondary, the thought Sheng is defined in the
field of traditional culture of China. And the ecological root of Confucianism Shengis
explained by discussing the relationship between Ren and Sheng. The thought of unity
of Heaven and humanity is illustrated in succession. The article believes that the
Heaven and human unite basing on the meaning of life (Sheng). From the essence to
the action character, the Confucianism shows its ecological dimensions. These

dimensions are associated with Sheng.

Keyword Confucianism; Ecology; the Thought of Sheng;
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