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Abstract

Overseas Filipinos are the most important migrant groups in the world. Among
the Asian migrant groups, its number is only less than that of Overseas Chinese,
Indian diaspora. As of the end of 2008, the total number of overseas Filipinos reaches
8.2 million, and it’s divided into permanent migrants, temporary migrants and
irregular migrants, the number of its overseas migrants accounts for about 8.88% of
its total population. They are in 193 countries or regions around the world, basically
they are distributed in five continents. However, the distribution in all continents is
uneven, mainly it’s based in Asia and the Americas. It has a long history for Filipino
migrants and it has experienced three major waves of migration during its migration
history, while, labor migrants are always an important part of Overseas Filipinos.

As far as the motivation of Overseas Filipinos is concerned, it’s mainly due to the
result of both "push force™ and "pull force™ of the Philippines, immigration countries
and regions, migrants’ family background and personal attributes. Under the policy of
Philippines Government to protect the rights and interests of Overseas Filipinos and
rely on the strength of Overseas Filipinos, the pace of migration activities further
increases, the linkages of all socio-economic aspects between Overseas Filipinos and
the Philippines are more closely, which has promoted the further socio-economic
development of the Philippines. The reflections mainly are: remittances from overseas
Filipinos in the Philippines have become an important driving force of economic

development, which helps to improve the poverty situation in the Philippines , make



up for the trade deficit and fiscal deficit; Overseas Filipinos transfer the knowledge
and advanced technologies to the Philippines, which has a positive impact on
improving the level of science and technology and knowledge transfer in the
Philippines; Overseas Filipinos promoted the development of foreign trade of the
Philippines, they has put up the friendship bridges for promoting the domestic
economic development and the foreign trade development in the Philippines, at the
same time, they further strengthened the friendly relations between the Philippines
and foreign countries and the spread of rich cultural heritages of the Philippines. The
contributions and donations from Overseas Filipinos have promoted the development
of social welfare undertakings of the Philippines, and Overseas Filipinos has become
a unique resource to raise the equitable social progress and economic development.
But due to the large number of Filipinos has migrated out of the Philippines, the
negative side which impacts on the Philippines can’t be ignored, such as remittances
from Overseas Filipinos are mainly used for family maintenance, production and
investment are not sufficient; the issue of brain drain; migrant family issues; the
widening gap between the urban and the rural because of migration; social and
cultural issues,etc.

In the past three decades, the government of the Philippines adopted a proactive
policy to send a lot of overseas migrants to all over the world, especially labor
migrants. At the same time, it also took a number of migration policies to protect the
rights and interests of Overseas Filipinos and rely on the strength of Overseas
Filipinos to attract more Overseas Filipinos to participate in the domestic

socio-economic development of the Philippines, which plays a fueled role in the



contemporary socio-economic development of the Philippines. As two developing
countries with huge population, the Philippines and China have large groups of
migrants and their descendants abroad. There are some similar social characteristics
between the overseas migrants of the Philippine and those of China, that is , they also
have a large number of senior technical personnels and professionals who actively
enliven in various fields in the developed countries. By compared with the migration
policies between the Philippines and China ,drawing their active and useful
ingredients of migration policies will be good for the progress of our Overseas

Chinese affairs work.
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