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摘摘摘摘    要要要要    

20 世纪 70 年代后，中国与东盟国家政经关系逐渐改善，并在近 20 年获得

全面发展。这一过程，东南亚华商因其独特地位与优势扮演了重要角色。本文以

东盟五国华商作为考察对象，在详细评估华商经济地位与政治影响力的基础上，

结合华人国家认同的历史性变化，重点探讨华商在中国与东盟国家关系中的行为

与作用。 

近四十年来，东南亚华商已经深深地融入当地社会；华商强势的经济地位，

不仅是维系东盟各国华社的支柱之一，同时也为华商介入国家间关系奠定坚实基

础。二战后东南亚华侨社会向华人社会过渡，华人新的公民身份与国家认同构成

了华商跨国行为的基本出发点；而华商政治参与所体现的政治影响力，则为华商

参与所在国与中国关系提供了重要条件。  

在中国与东盟国家政治交往的进程中，华商扮演了相当积极的角色：建（复）

交前，华商担当幕后使者；建（复）交后，他们助力官方交往，推动民间外交。

华商的积极行为既是情感因素使然，但更多的是追求“利益”与扩展社会资本的

理性选择。华商的行为还受到东盟国家华人生存环境与政府态度、中国外交与侨

务政策及台湾因素的影响。在双方贸易发展中，华商一直东盟国家开展对华贸易

的主力。两地市场、贸易网络、商业领域的地位构成了华商从事对华贸易活动的

重要条件与优势。华商在带动中国产品出口的同时，也是东盟向中国出口大宗商

品的重要推手；华商对中国大陆的大规模投资，亦极大地带动了双方贸易的发展。

在相互投资领域，东南亚华商是中国外商投资的先驱，三十余年来华商作为东盟

对华投资的主力，投资规模不断扩大，其示范效应与桥梁作用为中国成功实现利

用外资推动经济高速发展做出了巨大的贡献。当前，越来越多的中国企业到东盟

投资，华商熟悉当地情况，又有与外资合作的历史经验，加之共同的文化背景，

成为了中资企业理想的合作伙伴。21 世纪，中国—东盟自贸区的建设对华商而

言机遇大于挑战。华商既是自贸区内贸易、投资的实践者和引导者，也是自贸区

制度建设的推动者。 

历史的经验表明华商是中国、东盟国家的重要资源。华商与中国经济联系的

增多可能会加强其华人意识与族群认同，但不会导致其“再次中国化”；华商作

为居住国公民，其行为不能超越本国的国家利益。 

关键词关键词关键词关键词：：：：中国—东盟关系；华商；东盟五国 
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Abstract 

After the 1970s, the political and economic relations between China and ASEAN 

countries have gradually improved, and enjoyed full momentum in the past 20 years. 

In this process, due to their unique position and advantages ethnic Chinese 

entrepreneurs in Southeast Asia have played an important role. In this dissertation, 

ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs in ASEAN-5 will be taken as the research object, with 

detailed assessment of their economic status and political influence and a basis on the 

historical changes in the ethnic Chinese national identity, while the focus will be on 

their role and behaviors in the relations between China and ASEAN countries. 

In recent four decades, ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs of Southeast Asia have 

deeply integrated into the local society. Their compelling economic position is not 

only one of the pillars to maintain Chinese Societies in ASEAN countries, but also has 

laid a solid foundation for the Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs to get involved in 

inter-State relations. After World War II, the Overseas Chinese societies in Southeast 

Asia has evolved into the ethnic Chinese societies, and the new national identity and 

citizenship constitute a basic starting point for behaviors of the Ethnic Chinese 

entrepreneurs. And the political influence embodied in the Ethnic Chinese 

entrepreneurs’ political participation has provided an important basis for them to enter 

the inter-state relationship between their host country and China. 

In the process of political contacts between China and ASEAN countries, the 

Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs play a fairly active role. Before establishing (or 

resuming) diplomatic relationship, the Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs had acted as 

envoys behind the scenes; after establishing (or resuming) diplomatic relationship, 

they help push forward the official contact and promote nongovernmental diplomacy. 

Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs’ positive behaviors are driven partly by the emotional 

factors, but more of a rational choice of the pursuit of "interests" and the expansion of 

social capital. Their activities are also subject to the influence of Ethnic Chinese 

living environment and government attitude in ASEAN countries, China’s foreign 

policy and overseas Chinese policy and Taiwan factors. In the development of 
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bilateral trade, Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs have always been a leading force in the 

trade between ASEAN countries and China. The markets in both countries, trade 

networks, leading position in the commercial field have constituted a strong 

competitiveness for Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs when they are engaged in trade with 

China. Their efforts greatly promote China’s exportation. While at the same time 

stimulate ASEAN’s exports of bulk commodity to China. The large-scale investments 

in china by Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs also greatly boost bilateral trade. In the field 

of mutual investment, Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs of Southeast Asia are pioneers in 

foreign investment in China. For more than 30 years, as the main driving force in 

ASEAN investment in China, their investment scale keeps expanding. With 

demonstration effect and the role of a bridge, they make a great contribution to the 

successful use of foreign investment to promote China's rapid economic development. 

Currently, increasing number of Chinese enterprises come to invest in ASEAN 

countries. Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs who are familiar with local conditions, and 

have experience of cooperation with foreign capital, coupled with a common cultural 

background, have become the ideal partners for China’s enterprises. In the 21st 

century, the implementation of China-ASEAN Free Trade Area is more of 

opportunities than challenges to Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs. They are practitioner 

and orienteer of trade and investment in the FTA, and also a driving force to the 

construction of CAFTA. 

Historical experience shows that Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs are important 

resources in both China and ASEAN countries. Increasing economic ties with China 

probably would increase their “Chineseness” and strengthen their ethnic identity, but 

will not lead to “Resinification”. As citizens of the country of residence, their 

behavior can not go beyond their national interests. 

 

Key Words: China-ASEAN Relations; Ethnic Chinese Entrepreneurs; ASEAN-5 
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