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Abstract

Our understanding of modern nationalist movements in Cambodia, especially of the
notorious massacre motivated by Pol Pot has tended to emphasize the brutal
personalities of these leaders as well as the anodyne assistances of Chinese
Communist Party, overlooking how the concept of nation-ness has been seeped into
the consciousness of Khmer elites. So my paper aims to shed light on how “Angkor”
as a symbol frequently utilized by Cambodian nationalist precursors and their
inheritors, came into being, both from the angle of Institutions of Power, and from the
perspective of Semiotics.

Colonized Cambodia was not modeled directly and positively on that of the dynastic
states of nineteenth-century Europe, and the immediate genealogy should be traced to
the imaginings of the colonial state. The symbol of Angkor represents a changed
consciousness and the emergence of the pro-type of modern Cambodia. Few things
bring this shift into less visible historical process than six institutions of power
deployed by the French colonial government, which include colonial rhetoric,
museum, World Exposition, treaty, map and colonial archaeological society. These six
invisible forces tragically destroyed the indigenous discourse of Cambodia and

profoundly reshaped “Cambodia” as a result.

Key words: Angkor; nation; power
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