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Abstract

With a historical examination with relationships among the international environment,
government policies and diversified internal interest demands from Indonesian Chinese
society, this paper attempts to systematically explore the political participation of
Indonesian Chinese organizations. It is thought that Indonesian Chinese organizations’
development had demonstrated a Brief Resplendence (1945-1965), Overall Retrogression
(1965-1998) and Flourishing Revival (1998 until now) course since the World War II.
Interestingly, this kind of twisted progress coincided with the development of international
and domestic situation in Indonesia after 1945.

In order to attain its own survival, development and better interaction with the
mainstream society, Indonesian Chinese and its organizations prone to join in the political
life which is full of twists and turns. Lessons should be learned both from the former
Chinese leaders (mainly Paranakan but not Totok) and their political activities. Nowadays,
that Chinese organizations participates national politics is not only the essential right of
Indonesian Chinese, but itself one of by-products of Indonesia democracy. Therefore, the
purpose of political participation of Indonesian Chinese organizations is not only about
how to guard and fight for lawful rights and interests for the whole Chinese community,
but also to consolidate and promote the development of democracy in Indonesia, although
it might be young and weak at beginning.

This paper composes of seven parts, with the introduction explaining why and how
the author chose this topic, the following five chapters mainly demonstrating and
conclusion. Beginning with general introduction of the Chinese organizations development
before Indonesia’s Independence, which includes both Dutch Colonial Era and Japanese
Occupation Period, the first chapter tries to picture a pre-Independence overview of
Chinese organizations’ political participation, and points out the nationality problem and
political identities are the main influence factors.

The second chapter mainly elaborates on the brief brilliant history of Baperki, one of
the political peranakan organizations during the Sukarno Era, emphatically pointing out it
was the relevantly comfortable social environment that created the development space of
Chinese organizations after Indonesia’s independence, and that led to the blooming 2000

organizations at the same time. Baperki was considered as the typical Chinese representive
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at that time on account of its great achievement both in the social-cultural and political
fields. However, except its internal needs, another two things that should be emphasized
about the influence factors to political participation of Chinese organizations are the
governmental policies and Sino-Indonesia relationship.

The third Chapter basically examines the general situation of Chinese community in
the New Order Era, including the social status, the new development of Chinese
organizations and their identities. Generally speaking, due to the overall assimilation
policies strongly implemented by the government and arm magistrates, all the Chinese
organizations were dissolved except some charity, entertainment, culture organizations
and foundations. What’s more, the political blockade to ethnic Chinese resulted in another
bad influence for the next thirty-two year, which was deforming political participation of
this group, with Cukong system as the primary pattern.

The fourth and fifth chapters take PIB (Indonesian Chinese party) and INTI and
PSMTI these two Chinese organizations as case studies, and examine the current new
pattern and character of political participation with the form of organizations, on the
precondition of new government policies to Chinese at the beginning of the Reformasi Era.
The fourth chapter mainly analyses the conception renewal from the mainstream society,
which provide a better environment for ethnic Chinese to get more involved in politics.
The following chapter chiefly expounds the political participation of those above Chinese
organizations and points out the main distinction between PIB and INTI, PSMTI is PIB
cannot gain enough support both from Chinese community and local society, which
directly brings about its temporary failure and gives Chinese organization chances to be
involved in politics.

Finally, it summarizes with triangle relationship among international environment,
government policies and various political needs among the Chinese community, and pay
particular emphasis on exploring the interaction between democratic reformation and
domestic minorities. In short, the author expect that the political participation of Chinese
organizations at present is essential and should be encouraged by ethnic Chinese,

mainstream society and government.

Keywords: Indonesia government, Chinese organizations, political participation, unity in

diversity
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