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ABSTRACT

Regional integration, either as a theory or as a movement, has been continually
developing in disputation since it came into the world. As a movement, nowadays it has come
to front and foreshown with globalization the development direction of the international
politics and economy. As a theory, with the development of the movement, it has ever formed
many theories and different schools, but never produced a uniform of systematic analytical
framework. With the deepening of economic globalization, regional integration and the
cross-strait economic relationship as well, the subject of cross-strait institutional economic
integration catches more and more eyes. But as a movement, it is restrained by the cross-strait
political relationship deadlock, and as a theory, it needs to be lucubrated systematically and
comprehensively.

This thesis first tries to develop the useful and discard the useless of al those regional
integration theories to integrate the contents and ideas of all those theories into a systematic
analytical framework for regional integration studies. Then tries to use the analytical
framework for reference to systematically and comprehensively make an in-depth study of the
cross-strait institutional economic integration from the height of regional integration theories,
from the perspective of foreign political and economic strategies of the both sides of the cross
straits, and from the perspective of the relationship between political relations and economic
relations as well. So the study does not rest on the economic aspect, but goes further to
political, legal and cultural problems of the cross-strait institutional economic integration in
order to have agood grasp of its course, and to prepare theory and scenario for its course.

According to the above research object and analytical framework, this thesis comprises
six chapters as follows.

Chapter1 reviews the literatures on and the status quo of the studies on the cross-strait
economic integration, and elucidates the further study direction, object, significance, and its
analytical framework.

Chapter2 firstly summarizes the development course of regional integration both as a
theory and as a movement so as to grasp the history and context of regional integration as a
whole. Then, by developing the useful and discarding the useless of those various regional
integration theories, this chapter integrates the contents and ideas of those theories into a
systematic analytical framework for the respective studies on causes and necessities,
conditions and feasibilities, impetuses and paths, mechanisms and modes of regional
integration.

Chapter3, referring to the cause and necessity theory of regional integration summarized
in chapter2, and based on the development and its influencing factors of the cross-strait
economic relations in the last 20 years or so, reviews and evaluates the internal motives,
external causes and the necessities for the cross-strait institutional economic integration from
the need for development of cross-strait political and economic relationship, especially from
the interdependence and functional integration of the cross-strait economies, the uncertainties
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and risks in economic globalization, the negative spill-over effects of regional integration, and
the challenges to the development of the cross-strait economic relationship under WTO
system as well.

Chapter4, referring to the condition and feasibility theory of regiona integration
summarized in chapter2, respectively from such aspects as the economic conditions, the
relevant international law and domestic law, the political wills of the authorities of the both
sides of Taiwan straits, discusses the economic, lega and political feasibilities of the
cross-strait institutional economic integration, especialy clarifies the legal position,
foundation and approach for the cross-strait institutional economic integration under WTO
system.

Chapterb, referring to the impetus and path theory of regional integration summarized in
chapter2, discusses the impetus and path of the cross-strait institutional economic integration.
First, based on the interactive relations among interest groups, political authorities of the both
sides of Taiwan straits, this chapter illustrates the dynamic system of the cross-strait
institutional economic integration. Then, this chapter goes further to discuss the feasible path
to and possible course of the cross-strait institutional economic integration subject to the
constraints of cross-strait political and economic relationship and WTO system.

Chapter6, referring to the theory and practice of mechanisms and modes of regional
integration, based on the special cross-strait political and economic relationship, the legal
position and the possible development course of the cross-strait institutional economic
integration under WTO system, discusses the mechanisms and modes of the cross-strait
institutional economic integration. First, based on the legal position of the cross-strait
institutional economic integration under WTO system, this chapter clarifies the basic
principles for establishing the mechanisms and modes of that integration. Then, based on the
particularity and possible phases of the cross-strait institutional economic integration, this
chapter discusses the adaptability and applicability of those mechanisms and modes put in
international regional integration practices. At last, based on the basic principles and possible
phases of the cross-strait institutional economic integration, this chapter makes a suggestion
on the arrangements of the mechanisms and modes of that integration.

Key words: Regional Integration Theory; Cross-strait Economic Integration; Cause;
Feasibility; Path; Mode
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