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Abstract

Genera education in modern universities is not only known as the basic
mechanism, which cultivates the elite of the United States and lays the foundation of
American common culture, but also becoming the important internal driving force to
improve the quality of Chinese higher education and shape the character of China's
of modern civilization. Experience shows that, either for the Universities in the
United States or the universities in China, quality of teachers is the key factor
affecting the success of general education. However, different from the great concern
about general education curriculum research, the research of general education
teachersisignored and lack of systematic and in-depth research. The study of faculty
development of general education teachersis not taken seriously, and has become the
bottleneck that restricts the development of general education indirectly. Therefore,
the dissertation, from the perspective of comparison between China and the United
States, discusses, demonstrates and summarizes systematicaly and in depth the
guestions such as “Why are excellent teachers of genera education needed?’, “What
is the current situation of teachers of general education both in China and the United
States?”’, “What is excellent teachers of genera education?’ and “How to cultivate
excellent teachers of general education”, and provides theoretical support and policy
guidance for cultivating excellent teachers of general education and promoting the
healthy development of general education.

The dissertation consists of five parts as follows:

Part |: Introduction. It introduces the origin of research, the significance of research,
the status quo of research, research ideas and research methods etc. It elaborates the
view that teacher is the key to the success of genera education and comes to

understanding of the law, namely, if general education curriculum plans can be



effective, there must be excellent teachers as a strong support for it; on the contrary,
without the enthusiastic participation and support of excellent general education
teachers, lasting and in-depth development of general education can not be achieved
ultimately, no matter how perfect the general education curriculum is and how
ambitious general education reformis.

Part I1: An Outline of the Development of General Education in the Universities in
China and the United States. It traces the origin of modern genera education,
analyzes the development of genera education in the universities in USA ,
summarizes the diversity of characteristics of general education in the universitiesin
USA; examines the whole process about rise and development of general education
in China; describes the basic features of general education in Mainland China,
Taiwan and Hong Kong; and discusses the significance of genera education for
China

Part 111: Comparative Analysis of the Status Quo of General Education in the
Universities in China and the United States. Focusing on the three areas. will,
competence and energy, it outlines the status quo, analyzes reasons and compares
their similarities and differences.

Part 1V: Goals and Strategies of General Education Teachers' Development in the
Universities in China and USA. Focusing on the two questions, “What is excellent
general education teachers’ and “how to cultivate excellent general education
teachers’, the research puts forward general goals and strategies of general education
faculty development.

Part V: Conclusions and recommendations. Results of comparative studies on
general education between China and the United States are summarized. On the basis
of these results, the strategies and suggestions are put forward for the Chinese
faculty development of general education.

The main contribution of the dissertation can be summarized as the following



five points:

Firstly, it pioneers an important research area in genera education—Faculty
Development of General Education. Existing researches about general education
focus mostly on the two areas, conception and curriculum, lack of concern and
attention to teachers. The dissertation chooses general education teachers as the
research topic systematically, and develops a new orientation of general education
research.

Secondly, it elaborates an important point— teachers are the key to success of
general education in modern universities. Through both positive and negative
experiences of general education in the universities in USA, it concludes the
understanding of the law that “if general education curricuium plans can be effective,
there must be excellent teachers as a strong support for it; on the contrary, without
the enthusiastic participation and support of excellent general education teachers,
lasting and in-depth development of general education can not be achieved
ultimately no matter how perfect the general education curriculum is and how
ambitious general education reformis.”

Thirdly, it gives a systematic outline—Genera Education Development in the
Universities in China and USA. It explores the rise and development of general
education, summarizes the diversity of characteristics of general education in the
Universities in USA, and outlines the basic features of general education in
Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Fourthly, it paints a “portrait” of excellent general education teachers—the basic
characteristics of excellent general education teachers. From three dimensions of
teaching will, teaching competence and teaching energy, it discusses in depth the
status quo of university teachers engaged in genera education in China and the
United States, and on this basis the research suggests three characteristics that an

excellent general education teachers should have, namely, be willing to learn and



teach, erudite and elegant, and be able to explain profound principle in asimple way.
Fifthly, a series of initiatives for general education teachers development is put
forward—cultivate excellent general education teachers. From the tactical level, the
method and strategies of faculty development are proposed; from future perspective,
the general idea and outline are put forward for faculty development of general

education.

Keywords. University; General Education; Faculty Development; China; the United

States
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