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Abstract

From the angle of investigation, the thesis approaches the status quo of the
differences of the entrance to HE among children from socia strata in China. The
major contents the thesis researches into are: the total differences of the entrance to
HE among children from social strata, the differences of the entrance to different
higher institutions, academic fields and specialties, the differences of the entrance to
HE among children from families of different cultural background and different
income, the status quo of the differences of the entrance to HE among children from
different regions, and the changes of the entrance to HE among children from social
strata since 1978.

Based on the analysis of the investigation, the thesis reaches some conclusions as
follows:

Firstly, there exist evident differences among children from ten social strata.
Children from higher social strata gain more entrance to HE, and children relatively
attend those Higher Institutions whose levels corresponds to their social strata.

Secondly, there are some obvious differences of the entrance to different HEIs
and specialties among children from socia strata. Totally, the differences in
state-owned short-cycle HEIs and Tertiary Voc.Colleges are minimum. Children from
upper social stratamainly attend those highly-charged or popular specialties. However,
children from lower social strata mostly attend some lowly-charged, basic or
unpopular ones.

Thirdly, those who were born in such family as their parents are
highly-educated gain more entrance, and there is a phenomenon that family culture ,
especidly the elite, passes on to next generation. Family culture has important effect
on children to gain the entrance to state-owned HEIs of higher level. Whereas, family
income plays a key role for children in obtaining the entrance to the non- state HEIs.

Fourthly, since 1978, accompanied by the transition of HE from elite stage to
mass stage, the differences of the entrance to HE among children from social strata in
China present an essential feature that the differences widen firstly, then lessen. In
state-owned short-cycle HEls and Tertiary Voc.Colleges, it appears that the

differences of the entrance to HE among children from social strata are lessening



gradually. Meanwhile, there exists a characteristics that the lessening of the
differences of the entrance begins from HEIs of lower level to those of higher level,
from the developed provincesin the east to the less developed provincesin the middle
and in the west. State-owned short-cycle HEIs and Tertiary Voc. Colleges provides
more entrance for children from middle and lower social strata, and in these HEIs and
Colleges, there is a trend that the differences of the entrance among children from
social strata has been lessening constantly.

For the above-mentioned conclusions, the thesis puts forward such approaches as
expanding the scale of HE, establishing the diversified system of HE, devoting major
efforts to developing State-owned short-cycle HEIs and Tertiary Voc. Colleges  so as
to reduce the differences of the entrance to HE among children from social strata in
China.

Key Words: Social Stratum; Entrance; Difference.
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