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Abstract

Selecting excellent students through the admission and entrance
examination to enter university isthe primary and important step in cultivating
talents, which reflects the operating ideas and management features of the
university. The admission and entrance examination of missionary university
(AEEMU) is with the dual characteristics of religion and education because it is
itself the product of the integration of Chinese and Western culture. Missionary
universities transplant western university’s education idea and admission and
entrance examination system in making their own admission rules, and which
are also influenced by the situation of higher education in early modern China
and Chinese traditional culture. Missionary universities have formed their own
characteristics in organization system, admission mode, evaluation standards
and classification of applicants. Therefore, they select a large number of
outstanding students and lay a solid foundation for the great achievement in
cultivating talents. Making a deep study on the operation mode, features and
function of the AEEM U is help to summarize experiences of selecting talents and
deepen the understanding of the laws of talent training in universities, Which is
important to today's college entrance examination reform and the training of
innovative talents. The author of this paper is try to examine the developing
history and operating system of AEEMU, explore its characteristics and
operating laws, so as to provide useful reference for the reform of college's
autonomic admission.

The whole thesis consists of six chapters. The first chapter is introduction,
briefly introduce the reason and value of the research, define the relevant
concepts, revise relevant achievements domestic and abroad, and clarify the
mentality and methods of the research. The second chapter isin the examination

of the historical development of the AEEMU, from the early exploration to the



reform before and after the registration, even the flexible during the
anti-Japanese War, the adjustment after the anti-Japanese War, and finally
decline after the liberation. Features of each period are also summarized in this
chapter. The third chapter examines the operation system of AEEM U, including
organization system, applying procedures and classification of applicants, so as
to clarify the basic frame of missionary universities admission activities.
Chapter Four deeply explored the operation system by taking Yenching
University as a case, and well asits own special characteristics. The fifth chapter
shows the advantages and disadvantages of AEEMU by the compar ative study of
missionary university and stated university. The sixth chapter isthe last chapter,
which analyze the factors that effect on AEEMU, summarize its characteristics
and laws, evaluation its role in history, and then make some suggestion for
today’s college entrance examination reform.

Through historical investigation and theoretical analysis, this paper draws
the following main conclusions.

First, the AEEMU is an important part of western missionary university
system, which has the features of western culture and develops along with its
localization in early modern China.

In second, missionary university in early modern China upholds the target
of cultivating talents, constructs independent and flexible recruitment system,
selects outstanding candidates, and lays a good foundation for its talents
cultivation.

In third, missionary university is the first and the longest to implement
autonomous admission. It plays a model role in the exploration of fair, efficient
selection system and promotes the reform and development of university’s
admission and entrance examination system in early modern China.

In fourth, the distinct religious feature of the AEEMU shows the nature of
missionary university in another side, those are embodied in the organization

system, moral evaluation standards of applicants, the nature of the middle



schools those the freshmen graduated as well as the religion of freshmen, and so
on.

In fifth, the change and development of the AEEMU is affected by church,
government and the university itself and forms its own internal logic. Its
admission standards force the students develop themselves in comprehensive,
multi-dimensional ways, but the Christian character is regarded as the core.
Affected by the covenant idea, missionary university dominates the interactivity
of the university and high schools, university and students and parents, aswell as
the university and other social organizations. Form the relationship of its
internal elements, the missionary university hold the principle of giving priority
to efficiency, and then strive to improve the scientific level and fairness as much
aspossible.

In sixth, the useful experiences of the AEEMU are value for the reform of
university autonomous admission of today. It shows that to promote the reform
of autonomous admission should expand the autonomy and diversity of college's
admission, as well as to strengthen their self-discipline. It also shows that
consideration should be given to fairness and efficiency, and the talents selection
should be well linked with the following education steps, so as to promote the
cultivating of innovative talents and the development of quality education in

primary and secondary schools.
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