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ABSTRACT

After three decades reform and opening in China, the Chinese higher education
system has got a lot of achievements. But, along with the constantly deep-going
economic system reform and modernization, the existing higher education system in
China can't fully meet the needs of the socialist market economy system and new
situation. Therefore, it is necessary to select some developed countries higher
education systems as research objects to analyse their evolution and reform. Through
analysis, we can find the experiences and take warning from them. At the same time,
we can know their methods to deal with new situation and problems and to adjust and
reform to suit and meet the personnel and higher educational needs of socia
economic development.

The development of higher education is a historical process. Almost all of the
countries higher education systems in the world had experienced a process of from
the have-nots to the haves, from small to large, from ssimple to complex, and from
single to variety. Generally speaking, the first modern university originated in France
and Italy in 12th century and later gradually spread to Europe and other parts of the
world through different ways. So the Oxford and Cambridge in England, German
universities and colleges in early America all carried some characteristics of the
French universities. Different countries higher education systems showed the same
tree-ring structure which means different higher education institutions appeared in
different historical stages, such as London University and New Universities in
England, grand school in France, Industrial Technical Schoolsin Germany and French,
land-grant colleges and state universities in America, etc.. The development of social
economy caused the appearance and development of these institutions. It indicates
that the development and reform of higher education system is closely related to the
socia development.

In the historical development and socio-building process, countries all over the
world have established their higher education systems with their own characteristics.
From above we can see that the background of origination, development, evolution
and developmental process of these countries higher education were different, but
they all appeared, adjusted and evoluted to meet the needs of the countries social

economic construction and development. Because of the different social, political,



cultural and educational tradition in these countries, their higher education systems
showed different characteristics. From independence to the early 20th century,
American higher education experienced a long process of evolution. Through
localization and Germanization movement of Higher Education, it established a
relatively perfect and unique higher education system and formed school type
diversification, funding diversification, curriculum broad, and Board of Trustees
management. After the World War I, British higher education experienced severa
reforms, such as Robbins Report (1963), Education Reform Act (1988), and White
Paper on Education -- Higher Education: a new framework. These reforms promoted
the British higher education to form a unique “Binary - Convergence - the
convergence under the multivariate” model and College classification, developmental
diversity, autonomy, mobility and developmental characteristics. At the same period,
the Germany and Japan re-constructed from the ashes of war. As emphasising on the
huge affection of high education on economic and social development, the nations
and governments took great efforts to build higher education and formed a reflecting
the times' characteristics, "job-oriented”, and comprehensive open higher education
system. Its emphasis on student’s independence and innovation ability and focusing
on integrating theory with practice can enlighten current higher education system
reformin China

The end of World War 11 is not only the dividing line of worlds' politic, social
and economic development but the dividing line of worlds higher education
development and system evolution. Before and after World War 11, different countries
higher education had significant differences which reflected in the great change of
developmental speed, school size, school methods, management, investment,
enrolment and notion of university.

Countries all over the world learn from each other to develop and grow. From the
middle Ages to the 19th century, learning from each other was most individual
behaviour. Higher education systems spread from developed countries to relatively
poor and backward countries, especially to colony. From latter 20th century,
especially after the World War 11, because of the needs of development and
communication technology development, countries al over the world learned more
from each other than before. It was not longer one-way but mutual communication.
Aslong as a country or an institution had some good measurements and experiences,
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other countries and institutions would learn from them soon. Thus, there are many
developing trends of convergence the entire world, such as internationalisation,
diversification and market-oriented reform; emphasis on quality improvement;
emphasis on development of private higher education and playing the role of it;
introduction of a corporate management, strengthen the construction of lifelong
education system.

The successful experience and failure of developed countries higher education
system construction have some reference for the current higher education reform in
China.

Key words: Developed Countries; Higher Education I nstitutions; Comparative
Study
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