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Abstract

In the face of the problems in the period of mass and universal higher education,
such as the convergence and upgrading of thousands of colleges and universities, people
need urgently classification system of higher education with the value of methodology
and instrumentality. Thus the classification of higher education is not only a problem of
application and high technicality, but also a cutting-edge theory of higher education
issues.This dissertation is aimed to breakthrough the problem theoreticly and
practicallyd.

On the basis of theory of educational laws, the division of labor theory, the mass
higher education and other theories, this dissertation could be divided into seven parts,
that is, the preface, introduction, the body, the conclusion, references, tables and the
postscript, and the body consists of six chapters, systematically discussing the theoretic
logic and constructing the framework of higher education classification system.

First of all, the author investigated the evolution of the higher education system
and transformation process of the classification system from two-dimensional
perspectives, namely: from a historical perspective, taking higher education evolution as
the vertical structure, the author summed up the context and schema of higher education
system differentiation and recombination, and analyzed the internal and external factors
(Chapter One);from the the perspective of comparison, taking the systems of European
Continent,Britain & the U.S.and the Asia-Pacific, the author explored the gains or
losses of the past higher education classification system (Chapter Two).

Secondly, the dissertation interprets the theory and practice of higher education
classification home and abroad, with focus on the Carnegie classification (2005 edition)
and Tkuo Amano classification, generalizing the basic trends of higher education
classification. The author pointed out the the reason why the classification of colleges
and universities was reduced to a ranking lies in adopting input and output indicators at
the same time. So the design of the classification indicator only from the perspective of
input may be effective to separate classification and ranking of higher education
(Chapter Three).

Thirdly, the dissertation explained theoretical basis and methodology, analyzed of
the dynamic mechanism and necessity, established a theoretical framework of the higher

education classification(Chapter Four),and designed the Chinese colleges and



universities classification standards and indication system composed of the basic
classification (3 kinds) and supporting categories (9 kinds), with multi-dimensional and
interactive features. More than 100 colleges and universities are classified and tested to
prove feasibility of the classification criteria and indication (Chapter Five).

Fourthly, the author also explored the framework of Chinese higher education
classification system, and the optimization of higher education system, laws and
regulations and policy framework at macro and micro levels, trying to provide valuable
institutional support and action guidance for the government, colleges and universities
and society (Chapter Six).

In short, the classification, the transition and the scale of higher education are of
high relevance, and classification is the intermediary of differentiation and diversion.
Therefore, "taxonomy of higher education" taking the process and the law of higher
education differentiation and exploring principles and methods of colleges and
universities classification as objects, with multi-function of description ,forecast,

guidance might come into being.

Key Words: classification of higher education; classification standards; institutional

framework
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