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Abstract

Community college, which emerged in America, was introduced to China at the
end of the 20th century. Many community colleges have being built since its idea and
model were accepted in China. However, many problems underlay the surface of
prosperity. For examples, the existing community colleges are all built in other
institutions, but not independent ones; and some institutions which are in the name of
community college are not real ones. Another problem is that how community
colleges in China work under the current circumstances of the development of
life-long education and construction of learning society. All the problems are
concerned by many experts. The dissertation try to explore what the community
college is, what it can do, how it forms and how it is managed. The main part of the
dissertation consists of five parts as follows:

Chapter One concentrates on development situation and basic experience of
community colleges in the USA. The reasons why community college emerged in
America and affected higher education worldwidely are about Pragmatic Philosophy,
the trend of democratization and the situation of political and economic development.
American community college has being regulated itself during near 100 years. It has
made great achievements to the society, but it has also caused considerable
controversy on its functions. It’s very necessary for us to reflect profoundly the
development of American community colleges.

On the basis of the experience of American community college, Chapter Two of
this dissertation presents the connotation and characteristics of Chinese community
college, as well as the difference between American and Chinese commuinty
colleges. Necessity and feasibility of Chinese community college are both reasoned in
this chapter. The dissertation argued that community colleges can be constructed from
Adults Higher Education Institutions and vocational colleges.

The third chapter of this dissertation concentrates on the functions of community

college in China. This study hold the opinion that community college in China should



conduct vocational education,community education,adult higher education and
transfer education.

Chapter Four is the core of this dissertation, which analyses the operating
mechanism of community college in China. Three key aspects are involved:
organizational structure and management model, fund-raising mechanism, and
evaluation system. All these aspects are analysed on the basis of community.

The fifth chapter is case study, in which three different types of colleges are
introduced to show how to become a real community college in China.

In the end of the dissertation, we make a conclusion of this study.We argue that
Chinese community college is a local higher education institution which can improve
the quality of the nation and enhance people’s employability.At last,we forecast that
several aspects of the research which are related to community college will become

focuses with the development of the study on community college in China.

Key Words: Community College; Operating Mechanism; Community
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