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ABSTRACT

The relationship between state and society which is the foundation of civil society theory, is
one core issue in western political sociology. Since the policy of reform and opening-up is
implemented, there have been more and more social problems in China, which has attracted
academic circle to focus on the state-society perspective.

In the view of state-society theory, this research aims both to display the interaction between
state and society by means of presenting their concrete features in contemporary children’s
classics-reciting and to explore how the state-society relation impacts on children’s
classics-reading movement. For this purpose the author interviews some teachers or staff who
work in classics-reciting education institutions in Xiamen as well as some parents who are in favor
of reciting classics. They tell their understanding about children’s reciting-classics education and
reflection about it in their practices. Critical discourse analysis method is applied to analyze the
raw materials including the interviewees’ thoughts and doings in order to reveal the production
way of the discourses and behaviors as well as their significance.

This paper firstly reviews the development course of Chinese classics-reciting education in
history and outlines the development pattern and interaction characters of the state-society
relationship. Then through the field work in the institutions does the author present new features
of the state-society relationship since reform and opening-up and focus on its new development in
contemporary China.

This study discovers that it is the mode of “strong state and weak society” that dominates in
Chinese history. Although the powers of state and society tend to balance since the reform and
opening-up, the state’s leading status hasn’t changed radically. All of these are reflected in the
development process of contemporary children’s classics-reciting.

Therefore, as this movement is promoted by civil society forces, it has to both gain the
state’s favor and get the civil society’s confidence and participation. It struggles to seek balance to
develop in the mode of “strong state and weak society”, but always gets lost and contradictory.
This paper reflects the imbalance between state and society and puts forward some questions and
thinking.

Key words: state and society; Contemporary children's classics-reciting; imbalance
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