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ABSTRACT

In the international relations literature and international politics, it is agree that
there has a closely connection between the size of a state and its influence. "Big"
means power and position, while "small” are seen as weak in fact and in perception
because small states do not have the material resources to protect themselves.
However, some small states have played important roles in the international system.
Norway has played a stimulator role in promoting human rights. Denmark has played
an activist role by refusing to allow a large state to place tactical nuclear weapons on
its soil during peacetime. New Zealand also has significant impact which didn't match
with the identity of small to international nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament
fields.

How does the small state extend its influence in the international society given
their own limited capability? This study explores the reasons, characteristices of small
states diplomatic behaviour through three perspectives. Realism, Liberalism and
Constructivism, and the approaches to obtain higher international position and
influence.

Then this paper discussed the diplomatic priority areas of New Zedand as a
small state. Although New Zealand shaped itself a "responsible members' of the
international community by means of*moral diplomacy”, and used it to improve its
international influence in some fields such as non-proliferation and humanitarian aid,
the essence of its diplomatic behaviors is "economy first". Economic interests
determined the government's foreign behavior and policy when the government's
principle and economic interests under the condition of the conflict.

In the process of case analysis, this paper present New Zeaand's diplomatic
behaviors ground on two levels respectively: On the global level, New Zedand
promoted their own interests through active support and utilize the multilateral

mechanism such as the United Nations and WTO. Additionally, put limited focus on a



few issues, such as refugees settlement, New Zeadand acquired remarkable
achievements. On the regional level, New Zealand enhanced its wider interests in the
Pacific region, and promoted the degree of participation and influence cover the
whole area viaamore active rolein APEC, and extensive participation in the political,
security framework of ASEAN, and compact connection with South Pacific states.

New Zealand's diplomatic behaviors both confirms and contradicts major tenets
of the small-state literature. Being small states means that the lack of power constrains
the behavior of small states leaving little feasibility for comprehensive external
relations. Additionally, small states seem to have minimal latitude to be an important
role in the international system. While New Zeadand played an important, even the
leadership role involve in non-proliferation and the United Nations peacekeeping and
humanitarian issues around the world.

New Zealand's achievements from the international arena may be able to offer
helpful reference to make other small staies improve their international status and

influence.

Key words: Small States; Diplomatic Behaviors; New Zealand
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