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Abstract

In the 20 century, China was forced to lead a modernization road under a global
trend of modernization. For the problems appeared home and abroad, Chinese
scholars began to focus on the modernization on Chinese economy. However, due to
different understanding of modernization and cultural selections, intellectuals chose
two ways for development and debated fiercely. It was the dispute of agricultural
nation or industrial nation building that appeared on the historical stage, and the two
sides adjusted their economic developing ways because of the changes of some

subjective and objective factors.

Due to these changes, the dispute focused mainly on relations between building
an agricultural nation or an industrial one, instead of the industrial conditions and

developing basis. All these factors pushed the debate to a higher level.

The debate was a deep reflection on domestic economic modernization and
provided an idea source for the theory’s localization, which showed great importance
and historic meanings. Despite of the limitations caused by the subjective and
objective factors, some scholars’ ideas on Chinese modernization still have great

enlightenment for today’s research.

In this paper, I try to summarize the core factors that influenced the process of
economic modernization, and show the original shape of the dispute with these factors.
In the end, we will make comment on the dispute objectively and dialectically, and

then reveal its inspiration for Chinese economic modernization.

Key Words: Economic modernization; Build an agricultural nation; Build an

industrial nation
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