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Abstract

Abstract

In recent china, the problem of municipal solid waste (MSW) is growing worse.
In response to the plight of municipal solid waste, in 2000 eight Chinese cities started
municipal solid waste separation pilot policy. To the surprise of most of citizens, the
effect of the pilot policy isfar from satisfaction. The problem of municipal solid waste
is ill grim. Exploring the reasons for this problem is undoubtedly practically
significant.

MSW separation is divided into the following two main components. the waste
Source separation and post-resource separation. Respectively, this paper explores the
reasons for the implementation failure of both components. Based on domestic and
foreign research literature review on waste classification and policy implementation,
the author selects Matland policy implementation "ambiguity - conflict” model as the
analytical framework for this article. The conflict and ambiguity serve as the major
explanatory variables which lead to policy implementation failure of MSW separation
pilot.

Waste Separation policy implementation shows both characteristics of ambiguity
and conflict. In the waste source separation implementation, high-ambiguity is mainly
characterized as urban residents highly ambiguous awareness of the method of waste
classification. Then the high conflict is mainly characterized as the residents lack of
motivation to participate in the MSW separation. In the post-source separation
implementation, high ambiguity could be defined in term of the high ambiguity in the
implementation structure and the government-market relation. While the high conflict
concentrates on MSW separation cost allocation between policy actors and the
debates on waste incineration.

Finally, this paper puts forward a number of policy recommendations to reduce

the ambiguity and conflict of the M SW separation policy implementation.

K €y wor ds: Policy Implementation; MSW Separation; "Ambiguity- Conflict" model
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