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Under the influence of the economic globalization,

thousands of African merchants have come to Guangzhou for commercial opportunity.

As more and more Africans arrive, African ethnic enclaves come up in this city, and

therefore, Guangzhou’s social space becomes segregate. Due to the change of social

structure, the locals are getting culture shock somehow, while the Africans are having

some differences towards the locals. These two ethnic groups form a unique

relationship that consists of not only conflicts, but also convergence. And this

situation may have profound implications about the internationalization of China.

This study regards Canaan Export Market which locates in Kuangguan Street,

Guangzhou as its fieldwork site. Through participation observation and in-depth

interview method, we investigate both Chinese and Africans who behave actively in

the market. This research attempts to describe and explain the cultural conflicts and

integration phenomena, and discusses the situation, problems and development of

cultural adaptation between the two groups.

This research finds that, when African immigrants come to China, through the

communication, interaction with local people, and even some transnational marriage

appeared, Chinese and Africans have some convergence and fusion in language and

behavior. But as a whole, African immigrants are serious discontent with China’s

Foreigner Management Institution. And their ideology and basic values are obvious

different from the Chinese society. In addition, the internal Africans will also cause

the recognition obstacle due to some cultural differences.

This study focus on the influence of social order that made by the overseas

immigrants. It tries to find the multicultural direction for the city and society

development. We believe, this study will be great meaningful about the cities

internationalization and harmonious development. And it may help to find the social
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il economy, since the late 1990s,

| merchants come to Guangzhou
i'| for commercial opportunity. As
! more and more African arrived
i"'| and even the African ethnic

i | enclave appeared,

i | Guangzhou’s social space

I | constantly dissolved. For the

! change of social structure, the
I | local people somehow get

" | culture shock and recognition

policy direction for the future.
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tens of thousands of African

obstacle. And Africans also
have some divergence because
the cultural differences to
locals. A new ethnic relation is
formed by the two ethnic
groups. This relation not only
differ from history, but also
differ from the domestic
national relations nowadays.
But, it has profound
implications about the
internationalization of China.
This study regards Canaan
Export Market which locates
in Kuangquan Street as its
fieldwork site. Through
participation observation and
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