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ABSTRACT

The United States is a country that insists the principle of separation
between church and state, and the principle of freedom of religion. We can see
lots of cases related to religious issues in the Supreme Court in the United
States. The problem that the state seeks to fund the church schools has caused
extensive attention in the whole society, and also has produced much different
views. Not only the ordinary people are unable to have the same ideas, even the
scholars are hard to draw a clear line between the state and the aid to church
schools. When the Supreme Court hears to this type of cases, the key lies in the
judges must to decide whether the government funds projects violate the First
Amendment.

Except the Preface and the Conclusion, the paper consists of five parts:

Chapter 1, by introducing the situation of the U.S. state funding church
schools, and comparing with other developed countries, then I summarize three
main forms of the state aid; Chapter 2, by discussing the rulings issued by the
Supreme Court of the United States in the trial of the state funding the church
schools, and its interpretation of First Amendment, and then I conclude three
principles and discusses the three benchmarks; Chapter 3, by analyzing Everson
case, and we could learn that the Establishment Clause has been established and
has been applied to others by the Supreme Court of the United States; Chapter 4,
by analyzing the Lemon case , the court determined the three standards and then
put them to use in other cases ; Chapter 5 by analyzing the cases occurred in the
21st century ,we see the Supreme Court of the United States has finally

established the neutrality standard in their trials.

Key Words: Freedom of Religion; Establishment Clause; Church Schools.
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