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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Chinese modern marriage is a unique form of marriage in the history of marriage
law of Hong Kong. During 1930s and 1960s, Chinese modern marriage was
informally introduced from Mainland China to Hong Kong and flourished there.
However, such form of marriage had no validity in Hong Kong, thus damaging the
rule of law in Hong Kong. To solve this problem, Marriage Reform Ordinance was
enacted in 1970 to validate the Chinese modern marriages contracted before 7th
October, 1971, so that the parties to such form of marriage could adopt the legal status
of married persons.

In view of the special origin and cultural background of Chinese modern
marriage, Marriage Reform Ordinance defined “Chinese modern marriage” in quite a
general way to avoid the risk of some marriages recognized by people being struck
down by some rules of the law. When the cases relating to Chinese modern marriage
were referred to the courts of Hong Kong, the judges elaborately interpreted the
meaning of the relevant provisions of Marriage Reform Ordinance by tracing back to
the history and cultural origin of this form of marriage and the interpretation of
Article 982 of the Chinese Civil Code by the judicial departments of Republic of
China. In dealing with these cases, the courts of Hong Kong try to pursuit the solution
of the disputes with judgments which are of sufficient and concise argumentation and
are combined with law and reason and (sometimes) sentiment. Such experience is
valuable and worth our attention.

This thesis attempts to analyze the origin and the judicial application of Chinese
modern marriage in Hong Kong, as well as the characteristics of judicial reasoning of
the courts of Hong Kong. Including preface and conclusion, the structure and main
content of this thesis is as follows:

Chapter 1 traces back to the origin of cultural background of Chinese

modern marriage in Hong Kong.
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Chapter 2 analyzes the legalization of Chinese modern marriage and the
interpretation of the relevant provisions of Marriage Reform Ordinance by the courts
of Hong Kong in a series of cases.

Chapter 3 analyzes the judicial settlement of the disputes relating to Chinese
modern marriage by the courts of Hong Kong by focusing on the characteristics of

judicial reasoning of the judges of these courts.

Key Words: Hong Kong; Chinese Modern Marriage; Judicial Reasoning.
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