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ABSTRACT

In 1930s,we began to know the concept of postliminium, but the
understanding about this institution have never been improved although many
years have been away.Postliminium is most familiar to Chinese scholars that
mechanism by which Romans captured while serving in the legions might
recover the citizen status and rights lost at the moment of their captivity. To
clarify the signification of postliminium and its evolution tend to be the main
topic of this article.

The paper is divided into three parts.iintroduction,main text and
conclusion.

In the introduction,l demonstrate the wide distribution of the concept of
postliminium in the original literatures and the participations of a number of
jurists in the discussions,which infer that postliminium has an important place
in the Roman law.Compare to the great amount of the foreign achievement,the
research is not only limited,but also exist some misunderstandings.

The research methods of this text are historical analysis and literature
analysis.Discussion was divided by the following four aspects:

Chapter 1 deals with some basic elements, including the language form of
postliminium,Chinese translations,the signification and the summary of home
and  abroad.Chapter 2 discusses the origin and nature of
postliminium.Postliminium should be generated during the late 4 BC.It is an
institution to recover status and rights in the ancient Roman.Chapter 3 and 4
focus on all the three types of postliminium:postliminium in peace,in conflict
state and the war-related.Under this framework,the rules of application in
different types and their changes in the history of Roman law are

comprehensively argued and discussed.The last chapter shows the influence of



postliminium.Postliminum was introduce into intenational law as an institution
for restoring sovereignty.For military occupation was excluded from the
possiblility of obtaining sovereignty now,postliminium is actually lost its
basement in the international law.Some opinions heled by scholars about the
relationship between the institution of missing and postliminium are almost
wrong or unpersuasive.

The final chapter is an overview of the entire text.Postliminium reflects the
effectiveness of of space in the Roman law.It developed animus remanendi |ater
contract to the early physical crossing of the border;The objects was then
limited and the scope of the effect of postliminium was expanded.By
extengding the application rules to states,post!imimium become an institution of
restoration of sovereignty.However,because the military occupation would not
obtain sovereignty,whinch means that postliminium is not reasonable anymore
for exsit in the international law.The opinions aboubt the institution of missing

in this paper are defferent from the existing ones.
Key Words: postliminium; citizen;captivity
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