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Abstract

Abstract

Due to misunderstanding on the concept of traditional criminal justice, victims
negative mentality and practical judicial deviation, current criminal procedural law
presents many disadvantages in terms of protecting criminal victims rights. For
instance, victims can rarely have any chances to file a lawsuit and can’t enjoy equal
rights with defendants, i.e. rights to know about cases and gain legal support, with
difficulties to obtain civil compensation, etc. The Amendment to Crimina Procedural
Law enacted on 14™ March, 2012 pays more attention to respect and protect human
rights, but they are more inclined to protect the rights of suspects and defendants.
Regarding the protection of victims rights, the amendment is more or less the same as
the Criminal Procedural Law in 1996, except for newly added rights for reconciliation.
In view of present legislation and judicia practices, it is necessary to further
strengthen the protection of criminal victims rights and interests by updating judicial
concepts, improving rights protection system and reinforcing victims' involvement in
criminal proceedings, etc.

Considering the demerits of legidation and judicial laws, this paper attempts to
demonstrate how to better protect victims rights of action from four viewpoints. First
of al, it compares and defines the concept and scope of “criminal victim (the
research object)” , to reveal that laws attach importance to victims rights. Criminal
victims are defined as people whose |egitimate rights and interests are directly harmed
by violations of criminal law. Besides, this paper points out the necessity for better
protecting victims rights of action from three different perspectives. Thereafter, it
introduces and analyzes relevant regulations on victims rights of action in foreign
countries, their smilarities and differences. After introducing the status quo of
Chinese victims rights of action, this paper carefully sorts out criminal victims rights
of action in China and analyzes the defects of existing victims rights protection
system. Then, it deeply analyzes fundamental causes for poor protection of victims
rights of action from the viewpoints of vindictive justice, state standards, victims
weakening position in litigation and their own factors. Last but not the least, the
author formulates and conceives systems for handling representative or urgent issues

such as how to better protect victims rights of action and select rights to apply for
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judicia review, appear in court for debates, put forward proposals for penalty
measurement and gain compensation & legal support, bringing forth some superficial

ideas and suggestions.

Keywords. Criminal victims; Lawsuit participation; Rights protection
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