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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

The article discusses the government’s protection on citizen’s right to know. It
contains three parts. the necessities for the government to protect citizen's right to
know. how to protect the right to know. the present situation and the perfection of our
government’s protection mechanisms.

It consists of the preface. chapterl. chapter2. chaper3 and the conclusion.

Chapter 1 describes the necessities for the government to protect citizen’s right to
know. This chapter has two parts. why the government should protect the right to
know and why it is the government who undertakes the obligations to protect the right
to know.

Information-failure represents the information-insufficiency and information-
dissymmetry phenomena in information society. These phenomena are unavoidable
and they have influenced every aspect of the society: they waste the information
resources, and result in unfair information possession and inconveniences in the
society. So people yearn for a right to ensure them access the information
conveniently and fairly. To some extent, government protecting the right to know, isa
good solution to the problem of information-failure and an important way to
accelerate the development of information society.

Undoubted, the government is the protector of human right. As the right to know
has significant human right value to people, the government also should be the
protector of citizen’s right to know.

The specific responsibilities the government should undertake are what we
discussed in chapter 2. There are two ways for the government to fulfill its obligations
while protecting human right: Respecting and satisfying the right, accelerating the
right's development. Take the right to know’s particular characteristics and its root
(information-failure) into consideration, we discuss the exact responsibilities the
government should undertake to protect the right to know.

In chapter 3, we discuss the present situation of the right to know protection in
our country at first, and then the article gives some advices for the perfection of the

protecting mechanisms. To depict the situation vividly, subchapterl contains two parts:
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The appearances of the right to know in our administrative legislation. The share
status of our government information resources. Then the article addresses some
suggestions on the perfection of the protecting mechanisms: Establishing government

information supply mechanism. Protecting press freedom. Developing education

cause.

Key words: information-failure; citizen’s right to know;

government’s protection
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