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ABSTRACT

“Harmony” is the ultimate pursuit of human beings’ wish to an ideal social
existence. However, conflicts are running through the history along with the
development of human civilization. Conflicts perform directly when the social
structure begins to change. As the influence of conflicts to a society always
manifests in negative way, it has become important to regulate and control the
conflicts in proper ways in the research area of jurisprudence and sociology.

Beginning with the impact of conflicts on the origin of law, this
dissertation based on the macroscopically social transformation of China,
makes a relevant analysis of conflicts’ role in the social development. It also
discusses the function of law in controlling conflicts, under the background of
social stratification, so that keeps to a clear subject between them. The
following three chapters have details:

The first Chapter mainly introduces the latest study of social conflicts.
Through the descriptions of the conflict theory in western sociology and Theory
of contradiction in Marxism, it explains the special status of conflict in the
development of society and the role in the origin of the law. It also tries to
prove the dialectical relationship between conflicts and law through human
nature instincts, contradiction movements and traditional Chinese culture.

The second Chapter expounds in detail the transformation of social
structure and frequent occurrence of conflict since Reform and open in China,
drawing forth the update of Chinese law and putting a floor for the necessity of
legal control in social conflicts.

The last Chapter emphasizes on the practices of legal control in social
conflicts. It explains the difficulties the law has been facing in the practice
through the review of the historical and current status of law, and makes some
advices to the present predicament.

Key Words: Social conflicts; Social stratification; Legal control
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