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Abstract

Death penalty, a kind of punishment, has been existed for a long time
worldwide. The debate about whether to abolish it has been existed for more
than 200 years in western countries since Beccaria initiated a proposal of
restricting and abolishing it. It is not only in the law field, but also in the
sociology, philosophy and ethics, etc. Death penalty has not been abolished
yet in China and its basic policies include: on the basis of keeping death penalty,
it is supposed to be used cautiously. We have to insist on the principles of
using it as less as possible, as carefully as possible, and avoid killing wrong.
The paper combines theories and practices, coming up with some ideas and
suggestions on how to restrict and improve it. It consists of three chapters.

The first chapter studies the reforms of death penalty in China. By
analyzing the current situation of the death penalty system, it points out there
are some features of death penalty system in China, such as too many
accusations, too many executing cases, unclear standard and so on. Therefore,
criminal law amendment (8) plays a positive pilot role in changing the system.

The second chapter illustrates some disadvantages of death penalty
reforms. By analyzing crime of corruption and bribery, of organizing a sex
party, of fund-raising fraud and of other non-violent crimes in economic field, it
indicates death penalty accusations is supposed to be reduced further; by
studying the death-exempt system for aged people, it points out we should
clarify the age limit for death-penalty, 70-year-old being a proper age. At the
same time, by analyzing some clauses on absolute death, it points out the
missing part of this amendment.

The third chapter focuses on restriction and improvement of death penalty
in China based on criminal law amendment (8). By illustrating from

legislative change and judicial reform, it indicates that reforms might be



undertaken in the following aspects: death-penalty criteria, setting up penalty
system appropriately, severe restriction on the death-penalty target group,
establishing a completed death-exemption system, death sentence with a
reprieve being used properly, improving death sentence review system, being

humanity in the execution models of death penalty, and so on.
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