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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

As one of the key elements affecting the effective application of aregional trade
agreement, Preferential RoO is attracting more and more attention, as the proliferation
of regional trade agreements and its huge impact on multilateral trade regime. Since
the globalization of production make it not easy to determine the origin of a product
anymore and the lack of binding multilateral rules, many other policy considerations
were embedded into Preferential RoO, and make it evolve form a neutral technical
instrument to a hidden non-tariff trade barrier. The international community has
increasingly recognized the negative effect on free trade caused by complex, confused
and restrictive preferential rules of origin and the necessity of multilateral
harmonization of it, and has aready made some attempt in this field, although the
result is not very satisfying.

For this reason, on the basis of reviewing existing literatures, through analyzing
the negative effect of Preferential RoO and the harmonizing history at multilateral and
regiona level, the author argued that the harmonization work of Preferential RoO
should be held within the regime of WTO, and take the strategy of
“Multilateralism-cum-Convergence”, then the author advanced several policy
recommendations concerning the multilateral harmonization of preferential RoO,
meanwhile the author also put forward several proposals with regard to the strategies
of China's participation in the multilateral harmonization of preferential RoO, these
are aso the main innovations of this article. As a result of the insufficiency of
research ability and practicing experience, it is unavoidable that certain analysis and

views maybe inappropriate, your kind comments would be greatly appreciated.
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