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Abstract

Abstract

Usucapion refers to such an legal system that the persistence of a certain state in
the prescribed period shall result in the legal effect compatible with the fact ,and In
ancient Rome it was a kind of the legal system which not only applies to personal
relationship but also to property relationship. Usucapion, originated from Ancient
Roman, formed and developed by the wisdom of ancient Roman people, finally
became the valuable legacy, which, attributing to Justinian's codification, is still alive
today, and now has been accepted by most European countries and also has an
profound influence to Anglo-American law system. However, usucapion suffers its
life in our country. It is still not legalized by our law-maker. Although the Law of
Realty of China has come into force, the final formulation of the Civil Code of China
still need some time ,and what fate of usucapion in the future Civil Code is still
unknown, therefore the research of usucapion still has practical significance in
China.

This dissertation, following a chronological order , gives a retrospection of
usucapion in Roman Law. It is consisted of three parts besides the introduction and
conclusion mainly:

The first part ,based and focused on the " Law of Twelve Tables ", introduces
the evidence of the emergence and early development of usucapion in the early
period ,and then introduces the supplement and complement to usucapion which
made by the other law in that period.

The second part shows the great achievement of usucapion in the developing
time of the law in which the constitutions of usucapion have all appeared and
stereotyped in the historical development, all of which form the backbone of
Justinian's codification. At the same time, this part also introduces publiciana in rem
actione and usureceptio which has a close relation with usucapion.

The third part of this dissertation gives an account of the integration of
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usucapion which made by Justinian. By reforming the longi temporis praescriptio
and longissimi temposri praescriptio ,he finally established the uniform ususcapion,
and modified the constitutions of usucapion abreast with the need of time. This part
also analyzes the changing of the evidence of the existence of usucapion and its
modern significance.

Nowadays the research of usucapion in ancient Roman law is relatively in short
in our country. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to attract valuable comments ,

I hope that more insight men can participate in the study of usucapion in roman law.

Key Words: Usucapion; The Roman Law.
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