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Abstract

Since reform and open policy has been taken, relying on the export and foreign
capital to develop export-oriented economy, China has made great achievements in
economy. From 1993 to 2011, along with an average annual growth rate about 27.7%
of the total import and export volume, China’s total import and export volume hit a
record high to $ 3,641.86 trillion in 2011. Actually, China's rapid economic growth
accompanied by growing differences in regional economic development level, a very
important reason comes from the differences in regional degree of openness. In the
1980s, competitive research became popular in the international academic
community,domestic scholars have also to join the international competitiveness or
regional competitiveness. Especially after 1995, with large inflows of foreign
investment, how to use FDI to accelerate and deepen the export trade,promote the
development of regional industry, enhance regional competitiveness have become a
hot research subject for domestic institutions and scholars.

First, this paper systematically introduces the research background, literature
review, research methods and theoretical basis, and uses descriptive statistical
methods to investigate the current status of economic competitiveness overall the 10
provinces and cities in the mainland coast. Second, we find that FDI is an important
factor to enhance regional economic development through the expansion of the
regional export trade by analysing the reality of the export trade and regional
economic development.Then based on the panel data from 1995-2011 of 11 major
export industry in Guangdong Province, this paper selects the representative
indicators, study the relationship between the export competitiveness and economic
variables with the parameter model, non-parametric panel data model. Finally, this
paper summarizes the main conclusions and put forward some related policy
suggestions, the prospect of future research directions is also given.

The innovative conclusions of this paper are summarized as follows:(1)The



economic competitiveness comparison among the 10 provinces and cities in mainland
coastal shows that Guangdong Province is the strongest from 1993 to 2011;(2)From
the conclusions of the parameters panel fixed effects model, export competitiveness of
industry gap exists between different industries;(3)From the conclusions of the
non-parametric panel data model, not only the FDI has a huge impact on the export
competitiveness, but also the industry scale, cost elements.

The originalities of this dissertation are as follows. (1) Using non-parametric
panel data model and non-parametric panel data additive models, we overcome the
existing problems of multicollinearity and the model set constraints of the parametric
model, and improve the goodness of fit of the model.

The originalities of this dissertation are as follows.(1) Using non-parametric
panel data model and non-parametric panel data additive models, we overcome the
existing problems of multicollinearity and the model set constraints of the parametric
model, and improve the goodness of fit of the model.(2) We not only analyzed the
relationship between export competitiveness indicators and FDI, industry scale, firm
scale,technology and other factors, but also investigated the interactions between
these influence factors.

Keywords: Regional Competitiveness; Export Competitiveness; Foreign Direct

Investment; Parametric Panel Data Model; Non-parametric Panel Data Model
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