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ABSTRACT

With the acceleration of the industrialization and urbanization and the adjustment
of industrial structure, the trend of regional economic integration is more and more
obvious. Urban integration becomes an important strategy of the development of
urban agglomeration. Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou are called "Southern Min
golden triangle”. Geographically they locate on the east of Taiwan Strait and the south
of Chaoshan district. And they are the fourth largest coastal economic entity after the
Yangtze River Delta, the Pearl River Delta and Bohai Rim. The urban integration in
Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou meets the increasing requirement of economic
globalization, which is also the request of the three cities. The study about the current
situation, developing trend and impact of urban integration in Xiamen, Zhangzhou
and Quanzhou not only can promote the region’s own coordinated development, but
also can be used as the experience for reference to the balanced development of
regional economy throughout the whole country. In view of these, this dissertation
strives to do some empirical research on geographic concentration of industries,
regional specialization and economic convergence under the influence of the urban
integration in Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou.

First of all, by studying the significance, foundations and path this dissertation
analyzes the current situation and development of unban integration of Xiamen,
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou. Then by comparing a series of indexes, such as spatial
separation index, regional relative specialization index and Krugman specialization
index on the big three industries among Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou from
2000 to 2011, this dissertation measures the degree of geographic concentration of
industries and the level of regional specialization. In further study this dissertation
examines the o-convergence by adopting the weighted variance coefficient of per
capita GDP and the B-convergence through regression analysis using the panel data of
the cities.

After the research this dissertation finds that firstly with the acceleration of the



process of urban integration, the development of the big three industries in Xiamen,
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou has entered a new stage which proliferation and
agglomeration both exist, and the level of regional specialization has been improved.
However, there are still various degree of industrial isomorphism between the cities in
Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou. Secondly, because the urban integration impacts
on economic convergence from the perspective of trade mechanisms, the factor price
mechanism, the factor quantity mechanism, the technology diffusion mechanism, etc.,
though the index of the weighted variance coefficient behaving fluctuation, we draw a
conclusion that the counties and cities in Xiamen, Zhangzhou and Quanzhou existed
the o-convergence from 2000 to 2011. Thirdly, the economic growth in Xiamen,
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou existed conditional B-convergence, and the urban

integration accelerated the conditional B-convergence rate.
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