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Abstract

With the development of reform and ‘third sector’, scholars pay more and more
attentions to the non-profit organizations. In the realm of higher education, the
participation of non-profit organizations in higher education is a new trend. But, in
China, organizations of education don’t have a good development. Their participation
in education is not active and fruitful. Learning is important for them. So, my thesis
chooses the American Association of University Professors as the research object. By
the in-depth analysis of AAUP, we can know how it participates in the higher
education governance, and why it can be so success. Then, we can further understand
AAUPR, learn its successful experiences in participating in higher education
governance.

This study consists of six parts. Introduction part is mainly about the research
origin and significance, literature review, research ideas and frameworks, and research
methods. Chapter one is about the background and history of AAUP. AAUP promoted
the quality of American higher education, influenced by political, economic,
educational, and the direct reason-the ‘Ross incident’. It is because of the
comprehensive effect of these factors that the AAUP can appear and exist successfully.
Chapter two introduces the operation process of AAUP. Association as a form of
organization, is different from government organization and market organization. It
has a certain legal status and power of management. The function of AAUP can be
implemented, depending on its optimum organizational structure. Chapter three
discusses the participation of AAUP in higher education. This part discusses the ways
of participation: the promotion of the concept of shared governance, involvement
from policy making, involvement from specific practice. Chapter four is some
suggestions for China's organizations of education. By analyzing the reason of the
success of AAUP and its experiences, we can find some recommendations for China's
organizations of education. The conclusion part is about a brief review of the study,

the contributions that the study has made, and the shortcomings that need to be



improved.
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