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Abstract

As the prepositive procedure of quasi-judicial procedure in the WTO
dispute settlement mechanism, consultation proceedings plays an irreplaceable
role for the peaceful settlement in international dispute. Consultation
proceedings has been more and more well-known and trusted not only in
general international law, but also in GATT/WTO, as one kind of formal and
systematic dispute settlement procedure. But the consultation proceedings in
WTO dispute settlement mechanism has not touched the peak of perfection, and
is still defective and need some improvement, which is the foothold of this
paper.

Besides the introduction and conclusion Parts, this paper is divided into
three chapters. The first chapter includes three subquarters. Among which the
first subquarter introduces the basic concept of consultation proceedings; the
second subquarter analyze the development evolution of consultation
proceedings, states the process of how it gradually confirmed by the general
international law and becomes an systematic and indispensable dispute
settlement proceeding in GATT/WTO in a detailed way; the third subquarter
analyze the significance of consultation proceedings theoretically and
practically from the angle of procedural value and the principle of judicial
economy, etc., in order to demonstrate the necessary of reform.

Chapter two also contains three parts. Firstly, it introduces the specific
rules in WTO dispute settlement body concerning consultation proceedings,
including provision of the regulations and the character of it. Then, several long
paragraphs are used to describe the theoretical and practical existing problems
of consultation proceedings in WTO dispute settlement, which covers the
unreasonabl e time mechanism, half-baked procedure, the imbalance application

of panel procedure, the embarrassing role of the third party, the different and



specific treatment to the developing countries members. Finally, proposal in
terms of consultation proceedings reform issued by members in the Doha round
negotiations is analyzed.

Based on the analysis of former two chapters, chapter three raises related
perfecting suggestion to consultation proceedings problems, and then issues
suggestions to China’s due attitude to consultation proceedings after analyzing
China’s special identities and traditional law culture.

In the end, the author concludes the consultation proceedings reform in
WTO dispute settlement .As the conflict of standpoint and profit among the
members, it would probably be difficult to form an all-satisfied reform
proposals ,so we asks a long-term endeavor and coordination. China should try
to take an active part in consultation proceedings reform, take the foot down
and make full use of the consultation proceeding to maintain the interests of our

country

Key wor ds: Consultation Proceedings; Dispute Settlement; Reform
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