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ABSTRACT

During the years of 1840~ 1949, ten millions of cultural property had been
plundered through war or colonization from China by western countries. Till
now, those cultural property still remain anywhere in the world except their
home country. Against this historical background, this dissertation is to analyze
the issue from the view of international law. After reviewing the current
approaches that the Chinese government has taken to reclaim those lost cultural
property, it concludes that the largest obstacle for the government to do so is
lacking for legal ground under international law. For that reason, this
dissertation is majorly concerning the legal ground under international law for
issue of return of Chinese lost cultural property.

The synopsis of dissertation is as follows,

Chapter I is an introduction of basic concept. It starts with the definition
of cultural property and its multiple values, which shows its particularity and
the reason that it is always the target during war by most countries. Then, it
introduces the situation of those lost cultural property as well as its current
location, and the ways they lost in history.

Chapter Il is about approaches selection on the issue of return of lost
cultural property. Firstly, it introduces all approaches that could be used for the
return of lost cultural property. Then, it reviews current approaches that the
Chinese government has taken to reclaim those lost cultural property, and
analyze the reason of the government’s selection. Lastly, it concludes that the
essential factor that causes the government’s selection is the government found
the issue lacking for legal ground under international law.

Chapterlll is about the legal ground under international law on return of
Chinese lost cultural property. From the perspective of broad source of

international law, to start with international conventions concerning return of



lost cultural property. Then, it goes to other sources of international law,
seeking legal ground from international custom, soft law, and international law
theories, respectively.

ChapterIV is about suggestion on the issue of return of Chinese lost
cultural property. Suggestion is made for what the government should do to
solve this problem from domestic and international levels, hoping the
government could take stronger actions and become the leading party to solve

this history-unsolved issue along with Chinese people.

Key Words: Cultural Property; International Law Ground; Approach

Selection
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