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A Research on US Congress Members
Taiwan Visits (1997-2008)

ZHANG Guang DIAO Daming Y UAN Ting

Abgract : Taiwan isfrequently visted by members of the US Congress.
This paper analyzes official records to uncover the distribution, frequency ,
and determining factors of their vists between 1997 and 2008. This analyss
makes three main discoveries. First, there was a correlation between thefre-
quency of the vists and the political change in Taiwan. To a lesser extent
there are al 0 evidences to link US Congress elections calendar to these vis
its. Second, the intervening® power” entrusted to the US Congress and its
members, through the* Taiwan Relations Act” , was the most fundamental
reason for these vidts, especialy those related to the issues of diplomacy ,
military and intelligence. Third, ideology , electoral interests and trade rele
tions al 0 contributed to the decisonsfor the vists.
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