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Participatory Democracy: A Theoretical Revival in Modern Times
(Depattment of the Politics, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: Representative democracy endorsed by lberalism is a fom of electoral democracy or elite democracy; it tends to
discourage civil participation and therefore causes political indifference of citizens in modern democratic countries and results in a
crisis of representative democracy. Participatory democracy in the modern times results from a revival from rethinking the crisis of
representative democracy supported by liberalism. The core concept of participatory democracy is civil participation; it maintains
that making public policies and handling public affairs should be done through discussion and consuktation with citizens. Participa
tory democracy is an emerging hot topic in contemporary theoretical discussions of democracy and it embodies the new trend of the-
oretical development in democracy studies. Theorists of paiticipatory democracy critically analyse the weaknesses of representative

democracy endorsed by liberalists and argue that participatory democracy is a supplement rather than a substitute to represertative

democracy.
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