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Feather— like Crystals of N- Alkyl Chitosan

DONG Yar ming, ZHAO Ya qing, WANG Huiwu, RUAN Yong hong
( Department of Materials Science and Engineering, Xiamen Universiy, Xiamen 361005, Fujian China)

Abstract: The N— methyl chitosan or N— ethyl chitosan was cast into films at high vacuum. Then the cast film crystal-
lized at 25 C and 65% relative humidity and the feather— like arystals appeared. The feather— like crystals were dif-
ferent with spherulites, which grew in the films cast at low vacuum. In addition to morphology, the birefrigence nature of
feather— like crystals and spherulites was completely different. The former was negative, but the latter was positive. The

feather— like crystals were believed to belong to one kind of dendritic crystals.
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